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(short for ‘web log’)

A web site on which an individual 

or group of users record opinions, 

information, etc. on a regular basis



Why did I use blogs with my students this year?

I was timetabled in a room with computers, and felt guilty about not 

using them enough.

I was keen to explore how I could use ICT in an interactive way.

I wanted to try and increase the amount of time my students spent 

writing.



First lesson

Every student sets up a blog on www.tumblr.com

http://www.tumblr.com/


Other blogging sites are available!

http://edublogs.org/

http://wordpress.com/

www.blogger.com

http://edublogs.org/
http://wordpress.com/
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.blogger.com/


Students can personalise their blog



First post: How do you feel about studying philosophy for a 

second year?



“I hope that I am more confident in class and not as

afraid to say what I feel.”

“A weakness in my approach to studying Philosophy is

my tendency to just try and write down everything I

can think of: at the end of last year, I started to plan

answers, which helped a lot, but I still think I need to

be more selective in my approach.”

“I am quite worried about the essays I will hand in as

essay writing is not something I’m that good at! I’m

better with pictures, shapes and colours than I am

with words :)”

Selection of comments from the first post



A couple of weeks into the new year... 

How is it going so far?



1. Blogs help to personalise learning

 Students reflect on their own learning goals

 They take more control of their learning

 They communicate with others about their learning



Blogging  can be one aspect of a student’s Personalised Learning Environment

e.g. www.symbaloo.com



Blogs give a voice to quieter students

2. Blogs give a voice to quieter students





3. Blogs encourage students to be more self-
critical





4. Blogs encourage students to write more



Using blogs has 

increased the 

amount that my 

students write by 

100-200%



5. Blogs are brilliant for consolidating learning



“I like using the blogs as by writing them it makes

you think about what you do and don’t
understand. So you can realise what you need to
work on...”

“I really like the use of blogging to summarise what

we’ve learnt. Having something to look back on

refreshes my thoughts about a topic as it helps me

remember the frame of mind I was in and therefore

the ideas we were looking at.”

“I find it is really useful to look at other student’s

thoughts and ideas when we answer questions, as

you can browse between them all which helps with
my notes, and will help with revision.”



Reading the most recent post on each blog is easy via the 

DASHBOARD



Other things you can do with blogs...



...add images, weblinks, videos, etc



...get students interacting with students in other 

classes/colleges/countries 

(students can post comments on other blogs)



...share your own blog with students



...cover 

work



...have a class blog

Students could take it in turns to type up what has 

been learnt each lesson



...collaborative work with colleagues/teachers from other 

Colleges

http://blogsinteaching.tumblr.com/



...create word clouds from the blog



Could you use blogs in your subject?



If you have used blogs in teaching and want to 
share your experience with others, please 

consider adding a comment to my BLOGS IN 
TEACHING blog

http://blogsinteaching.tumblr.com/

http://blogsinteaching.tumblr.com/

