Five really good reasons to use
blogs in teaching

Simon Reigh (Director of Faculty &
Philosophy teacher at The Sixth Form
College, Farnborough)



BLOG

(short for ‘web log’)

A web site on which an individual
or group of users record opinions,
iInformation, etc. on aregular basis



Why did | use blogs with my students this year?

| was fimetabled in a room with computers, and felt guilty about not
using them enough.

| was keen to explore how | could use ICT in an inferactive way.

| wanted to fry and increase the amount of fime my students spent
writing.



First lesson

Every student sets up a blog on www.tumblr.com
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Students can personalise their blog
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First post: How do you feel about studying philosophy for a

Becky's

Philosoblog
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Matthew Buchanan
Tim van Damme

second year?

Starting Philosophy..... again.

had such a good time last vear with our class, and made a lot of great friends. This
vear I'm hoping to do the same thing: meet new people, make new friendships
and have fun. I also really like |\||||--'“'I hv, and [ know I find something
mteresting if [ start talking about it outside of lessons, and [ have been - to family,

to fre II-{"-, ||"-||-|.||"- 111 -{'.l"-ll'."- 0l -lll":||lll'. nts

My only anxiety this vearis confusing fopics [ usually get there in the end, but if |
really don'tundemstand something 'l need o talk it out, or try and look at it
completely ditferently. I know this vearis going to be a lot more work than last vear,

but I'm going to try my best to keep the workload organised

[ think that the strengths of my approach to Philosophy last vear was trving o enjov it
as well as just learn from 1t this meant that I could have a good time in lessons, whilst
still focusing on the subject. I also used the revision booklets a lot, and used simplistic
versions of an argument as the toundations to build up a more complicated argument,

.'-"-.lll't |I |I'.||"."I e r'l. 1T« |'.-|.||.'- 111y |I'.-|."| | -|.|"-" |"||||"I 1T |I'. || "."I [ l-lll\."”l il | '|"|.'|'.|||
or areument, and then try and write it down

\ weakness in my approach to smdying Philosophy is my tendency to just oy and
write down evervthing I can think of: at the end of last vear, [ started to plan answers,

which helped a lotg, but @ still think [ need to be more selective in my approach

[Lastvear, the revision booklets really he || ed me, so if these were available again, this

would be great

SMONTHS AGO 4+  SHORTURL



Selection of comments from the first post

‘I hope that | am more confident in class and not as
afraid to say what | feel.”

YA weakness in my approach to studying Philosophy is
my tfendency to just try and write down everything |
can think of: at the end of last year, | started to plan
answers, which helped a lot, but | still think | need to
be more selective in my approach.”

‘I am quite worried about the essays | will hand in as
essay writing is not something I'm that good at! I'm
better with pictures, shapes and colours than | am
with words ;)"



A couple of weeks into the new year...
How is it going so far?

7 months ago

La lﬁ laa

| didnt do too well on the test however i didnt ‘myseff to

understanding the work weve done this past : ‘
the work last night. Althought i actually did betterthan I thought | would as | was convinced i
would get maybe one right out fo the whole test! Im going to recap over the work in my own
fime to get my head around it. | was really shocked and pleased with my essay mark; i
didnt think it was very good as when i wrote it i wasnt sure if i had understood it correctly,
apparently i did knwo what iw as talking about as i did really well -) | am struggling with all
of the Mill work so far, i just find it hard to understand what hes talking about, literature has
never been a strong point of mine. Im going on holiday over the October half term and
during that time im planning on going over all of the Mill work to make sure i understand it,
in the mean time ill re-read through my notes and try and get it in my head between
lessons. | like all the group discussions as i find it interesting hearing other peoples views
although it takes a while to sink in so i often find it hard to contribute, but this doesnt bother
as i like listening to everyones views.

Search

8 months ago

My Philosophy Blog :)
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1. Blogs help to personalise learning

d Students reflect on their own learning goals
d They take more control of their learning
d They communicate with others about their learning



Blogging can be one aspect of a student’s Personalised Learning Environment
e.g. www.symbaloo.com

@ symbaloo
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2. Blogs give a voice to quieter students



6 months ago

Let me introduce you to my Conservative alter-ego. Who
just so happens to be a pirate.

Arr, Milll What's occurring on ‘board ‘yer pansy boat?! | hear ‘ya called her
‘Liberalism’, but | think she’s not worthy of a name. She be just a tub in the

ocean of Political Philosophy.

How dare 'yer suggest that tradition is as bad as ‘ter scurvy! Have ‘yer even had
scurvy? ‘Yer shiny white pearls be tellin’ me ‘ya haven’t! Tradition be a splendid
thing! It keeps law ‘an order on ‘board ‘yer ship! It goes hand-in-hand with
inheritance too, which also ‘be fine! In fact, | inherited this here ‘Conservative’

ship from ‘me late father Gingerbeard (a distant relative to Blackbeard, don’t ‘yer



3. Blogs encourage students to be more self-
critical



REVISION PLANS

| have made powerpoints in the past for phi
pictures on each slide which link to the ide
hallucinations last year had an image of pu
my other subjects, that posters, diagrams Progress
slightly dark sense of humour can also ma
Psychology we had a sheet where we coul
UL UV RTE S TR QR Rl B | 9ot 81% on the latest test which im really pleased with :) | Feelim slowly begining to

understansd the work more, now i just need to work on leming key quotes.

7 months ago

| think that | may do some essay questiond

lessons | find copying down the diagrams fi e . _ . "
mare than likely remember them when it cd | got 9/15 in the essay on the Harm to Others Principle, which is okay although i hoped i

my blog because | find that it can be usefu would have got slightly higher howeevr when writting it i did feel as though i focused too
start in easter as | have just got my coursefRUEIRY]

mock coming up, which | can't remember JERUTERTET
harder to ic Essay feedback

uncertian o

Posted 1 month ago

COwverall my essay result was poor, yet not unexpected. | could foresee my poor
mark and was aware of the poor quality of my essay. The only problem i have; a

Im not feeli long running problem i might add; is relating essay title to studied content. Without

unfortunate clear structure of what parts | am to study, | will continue to spout irrelevant content
think that i until | feel that | have fulfilled the quota, regardless of whether anything | have
back over : written will relate even slightly to the question asked. While the argument rmay be

The essay that you handed to me last week

Well the the 'explain’ part of the tyranny of the majority essay was good but the
rest of it was pretty incoherent. However, although | misunderstood the facts of the
first example, and perhaps unclearly expressed my argument (forgetting examples,
not approaching things step by step etc), | do think | managed to work through a lot
of the criticisms in my head and because | wasn't there for the lesson on it | had
the oppotunity to read around the issue a bit more. Of course this may be the
reason it came out a bit confused, but | still think it has been helpful to see what
does and doesn't work a valid arguments.

Posted 6 months ago

sound and the cnnn:lusu:un logical it would be immoral for an examiner to give me
St i = Stion_ | relish the opportunity to do it again and
sing the plan and hopefully learn to look more at




4. Blogs encourage students to write more
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Problems with Eliminative Materializm
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Using blogs has

increased the
amount that my
students write by

100-200%
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The problem of hard consciousness...
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[ Think
Therefore

I BLOG

5. Blogs are brilliant for consolidating learning



“| like using the blogs as by writing them it makes
you think about what you do and don’t
understand. So you can realise what you need to
work on...”

“I really like the use of blogging to summarise what
we've learnt. Having something to look back on
refreshes my thoughts about a topic as it helps me
remember the frame of mind | was in and therefore
the ideas we were looking at.”

“I find it is really useful to look at other student’s
thoughts and ideas when we answer questions, as
you can browse between them all which helps with
my notes, and will help with revision.”



Reading the most recent post on each blog is easy via the
DASHBOARD

tumblr. Dastboard  Elore Goodies  Accoun ~

A2 Philosophy with ~
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Text Photo Quote Link Chat Audio Video

ywithsimon.tumblr.cc

Philosophy of mind conclusion...

Having completed philosophy of mind, | feel as though | am really prepared for
this essay in the exam. The summary lesson on Tuesday was really useful in
focusing my revision and showing the links between the topics, which will also
help me with essay structure. Also as it is the most recent topic it is probably my
strongest.

Final thoughts on mind

Ummm | think | have all the notes and forgotten understanding that should
leave me in good stead for the pre exam revision. In the exam | just hope |
understand what the questions asks and when | express me own ideas, not to
merge concepts to much...

o " . . d s gugs oy €T R



Other things you can do with blogs...



...add images, weblinks, videos, etc

mm. This is pretty much where [ figured I'd be {(ves [ am psychic)... I guess

Becky's
Philosoblog

oM OO

this means 'm kind of for regulating business but not super-regulator-nator,
and also fairly liberal but again not going bonkers there. I'd like to think I'd be
a bit more liberal than that, but hey, that's the way the cookie crumbles and

all that. ..

Authoritarian

L
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Left

Libertarian

Secial icons by T van Damme
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...get students interacting with students in other
classes/colleges/countries
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(students can post comments on other blogs)



...share your own blog with students

'\Cuslomize ﬁ Dashboard
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A2 Philosophy with Simon &

Term 2, Week 13

Check your email for a message from me.

Given my absence this week you need to ensure that you stay up to date with your

independent learning. By the end of the week you should have:

1. Read the rest of the eliminative materialism booklet and blogged an entry outlining and

discussing the criticisms of EM. Ask me anything
2. Read the consciousness booklet (booklet 6) and blogged an entry on the hard problem of

consciousness (to include discussion of Chalmers, Nagel and Jackson). Peop|e | follow

Over Easter you need to:

1. Continue with your political philosophy/Mill revision I I I l l~ I I I I
-]

2. Read the JUST WAR booklet and completed the questions - available on Moodle if you

haven't picked it up from College. i
If you have any questions, please email me. | will be checking my email over Easter. [ & ! n n n n
FlIM I B
I~V
Term 2, Week 12
We finished off functionalism, and you wrote about some of the criticisms of this theory of ﬁ W K l l I l I

mind in your blog. This now means that in your blog (and with other blogs written by those

in your class) you should be able to put together a complete essay in responsetoa -

question such as “Assess functionalism”. You are strongly recommended to do this - it will i n n
help you when you come to revise.

We started looking at Eliminative Materialism towards the end of the week, a position that : I l ! I
many of you were immediately sceptical of, but by the end of the lesson you felt that the &

theory was strong!

Next week we will finish EM off and start to look in more general terms at the idea of
consciousness.




1. Explain the conceptual problem with interactionist substance dualism.

The conceptusal problem is that it is difficult to conceive of something physical causing some non-physical; the two substances are
s0 entirely different we can't really comprehend a connection between the two. There are two assumptions as to why or how this
happens: that causation must always be local (I dont really understsnd what thiz mesns) and that whenever causation takes places,
some property of the cause must be transmitted to the effect. But becsuse physical bedy and non-physical mind share no properties
then it leaves an impossibility that there can be any caussl transactions betwesn them.

2. Explain the empirical problem with interactionist substance dualism.

The empirical problem srises from what we know in science sbout causation - the causal closure of the physical world. This means
that all physicsl events have physical causes. Since causal closurs is true and mind-body interaction does occur then substance
dualism must be false. A non-physical mind cannot cause your physical body to act because then it seems that some physical
energy was generated from nowhere.

3. Discuss whether these problems can be solved.

The ides of causation always being local was rejected by the Newtonian theory of gravitation. (Don't have much to say on this
because | don't know what it means by local’). The cisim that any causal transaction transmits properties does not express
conceptusl truth. There are scientific counterexamples to prove this: motion in the bedy can be produced by & cause which does
not involve motion,

Hume decided that there are no a priori constraints on whsat can cause what, leaving a possibility for body to cause mind or mind to
cause body.

4. Explain Leibniz' attempt to solve the problem of mind-body causation.

Leibniz denied mentsl causation. There is no problem with the interaction between the mind and body becsuse they never
interact. His view is that at the time of oreation, mind and body were perfectly synchornized by God so that they perform at the
same time and so may appesar to interact but in fact there is ne causal relationship between the two.

5. Explain Malebranche’s occasionalism.

Msalebranche also clsimed that mind and body never interact, instead God intervenes by taking messages from one to the other

L AN B0 IS Lot

...cover
work



...have a class blog

Students could take it in turns to type up what has
been learnt each lesson



Why did | decide to use blogs with students?

In the past few years | have been fortunate to be timetabled in a room with 20
computers, but have felt guilty about not using them enough. Sure, | used them to
get students researching things on the internet and preparing Powerpoint
presentations, but | wanted a way of using ICT to really enhance student learning in
my subject (A level Philosophy). I've known about blogging for a long time, but
never thought about how it could be used in teaching

| had also been reflecting on the amount of time my students spent wrifing in
lessons (as opposed to listening to me, reading or discussing things as a class)

I'd always seen essays (completed at home) as the time when students would get
stuck into writing. Given that they are assessed in the exam solely on their ability
to write philosophical essays, it was (slowly) dawning on me that this was probably
a weakness

Mow that | am using blogs during lessons my students spend much more time
thinking about the topics we are covering, and writing about them. In recording their
thoughts or explaining ideas in their blogs, they are thinking much more carefully
about what we are covering. As a result of using blogs, many more opportunities
have been given to each student to test out their understanding with me in class
rather than wait for me to feedback to them on the essays they write at home

There are plenty more reasons why | think blogs can have value in teaching. and |
will share these in this blog

MNow that | use blogs, the focus of my teaching has changed (and | now feel less
guilty about being timetabled in a computer room!)

Posted 1 week ago

http://blogsinteaching.tumblr.com/

...collaborative work with colleagues/teachers from other
Colleges

+ Follow ﬁ Dashboard

Using blogs with sixth form students

Using blogs with my A level
Philosophy students has changed the
focus of my teaching and improved
the support that | give to students.
This blog records my thoughts on the
value of blogs in education. Please
feel free to leave comments, and add
any ideas of yvour own.

Ask me anything

Hawve you got any comments?
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To blog or not to blog
TRAT IS THE QUESTION.

www.CoxAndForkum.con

Could you use blogs in your subject?



If you have used blogs in teaching and want to
share your experience with others, please
consider adding a comment to my BLOGS IN
TEACHING blog

http://blogsinteaching.tumblr.com/
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